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Let’s have a Close Look at Australian Migration

•Post War History

•Natural Increase (Births minus Deaths)

•Net Migration (Arrivals minus Departures)

•Why the big increase in Recent Net Migration?

•Where does Data come from?
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Overseas ARRIVALS Trends 2004 to 2017

  Overseas Arrivals - (Please Note: This is Not Net Overseas Migration)

Calendar 

Year

New 

Zealanders

Permanent 

Family & 

Skilled

Temporary 

Education

Temporary 

Work & 

Other Total

% 

Temporary

2004 35,960 63,610 78,630 76,360 254,560 61%

2005 38,290 69,400 67,930 82,040 257,660 58%

2006 40,670 76,390 84,520 95,140 296,720 61%

2007 47,480 80,380 118,310 112,190 358,360 64%

2008 53,940 88,530 149,250 138,460 430,180 67%

2009 38,130 79,210 138,560 109,370 365,270 68%

2010 44,900 70,830 83,880 116,340 315,950 63%

2011 59,340 70,130 73,400 140,420 343,290 62%

2012 60,290 74,460 78,610 157,000 370,360 64%

2013 45,750 75,720 99,680 151,710 372,860 67%

2014 33,780 72,330 122,490 136,030 364,630 71%

2015 31,470 74,500 125,990 144,670 376,630 72%

2016 34,860 74,940 137,870 157,900 405,570 73%

2017 29,760 73,080 153,840 168,210 424,890 76%
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Some alignment of interest Problems in Australia

• Federal Governments use high migration to take credit for GDP

• No Treasury costing of long-term Environmental /Infrastructure 
Impact

• State Governments have to build the infrastructure in arears

• State Government tells local councils they have to make room 
for more people
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Some alignment of interest Problems in Australia

•Council residents say no one asked them about 
migration levels

• Suburban social cohesion is starting to suffer

• Federal Government collects more taxes than they 
need which means States have to beg for funding to 
cover infrastructure for migration

• Federal Government uses temporary migration to 
dampen wages growth
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Some alignment of interest Problems in Australia

•Reserve Bank and Big Business like this

• Federal Government has cut University funding and 
allowed Unis to recruit unlimited number of foreign 
students who pay higher fees.  These extra fees go 
more to researchers than teachers.
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